
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Review	of	Suffolk	County	Council	Boundaries	–	public	consultation	

The	Boundary	Commission	have	now	announced	that	they	will	be	looking	to	reduce	the	number	
of	councillors	at	Suffolk	County	Council	from	75	to	70.	The	next	stage	of	the	process	is	to	
determine	where	the	division	boundaries	should	be.	There	is	a	public	consultation	which	will	run	
until	2	December	2019,	available	here:	https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/18495	

I	believe	you	were	invited	to	a	meeting	with	them	at	Endeavour	house	

My	group	consider	there	should	be	no	reduction	due	to	the	increase	in	the	number	of	planning	
permissions	and	therefore	electors.	

New	process	for	requesting	speed	limit	changes	

There	is	now	a	new	process	in	place	for	requesting	speed	limit	changes.	The	local	county	
councillor	must	act	as	a	“filter”:	all	requests	for	changes	need	to	come	through	them,	and	any	
individual	or	parish	council	who	requests	a	change	will	be	referred	to	the	local	councillor.	The	
local	councillor	will	need	to	persuade	the	officer	group	to	support	a	request	for	a	speed	limit	
change.	The	group	will	then	produce	a	report	on	the	pros	and	cons,	which	the	local	councillor	can	
comment	on	before	the	report	goes	to	Cllr	Mary	Evans	(Cabinet	Member	for	Highways)	for	a	final	
decision.	

REDUCTION	IN	HEALTH	VISITORS;	I	am	putting	a	motion	to	the	council	next	week	asking	that	the	
council	re-instates	the	number	of	health	visitors	as	there	is	a	crisis	in	the	current	number	having	
to	cope		

Sizewell	C	–	response	to	Stage	4	Consultation	

On	24	September,	the	Cabinet	agreed	a	response	to	EDF’s	Stage	4	consultation	for	Sizewell	C.	The	
Cabinet	maintains	that	they	support	the	principle	of	nuclear	technology,	but	do	not	currently	
have	sufficient	information	to	support	the	proposals	for	Sizewell	C.		

My	group	(made	up	of	Liberal	Democrat,	Green	and	Independent	councillors)	at	the	county	
council	has	called	on	the	Cabinet	to	reject	EDF’s	proposals	for	Sizewell	C.	Our	concerns	include:	

• EDF	will	be	overcharging	UK	consumers	for	electricity	from	Sizewell	for	the	next	35	years.		
• Impact	on	the	surrounding	natural	environment,	including	the	Suffolk	Coast	and	Heaths	

AONB;	
• Impact	on	the	tourism	industry;	
• Additional	carbon	emissions	and	congestion	from	a	road-led	strategy;	
• Lack	of	planning	for	nuclear	waste	disposal;	
• Unsympathetic	design	to	the	surrounding	natural	area;	
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• Additional	pylons	in	an	already	crowded	landscape;	
• Not	convinced	by	EDF’s	economic	development	argument.	

Interestingly	just	a	day	after	the	cabinet	meeting	EDF	announced	that	Hinckley	point	
was	vastly	over	budget	and	over	time	
	

HOME	TO	SCHOOL	TRANSPORT.	

There	are	still	numerous	pupils	waiting	for	their	bus	pass,	some	have	been	given	tempory	ones,	
I	am	asking	how	many	appeals	have	taken	place	and	how	many	have	been	successful.	Some	of	
these	will	be	officer	decisions	but	many	will	go	to	the	transport	appeals	panel,	

I	have	been	on	a	walk	for	an	appeal	from	Onehouse	but	feel	it	would	be	difficult	for	parents	to	
use	footpaths	during	poor	weather.	

I	will	be	asking	the	cabinet	member	how	he	can	justify	the	unmitigated	disaster	not	just	in	PR	
terms	but	the	awful	impact	on	families.	

FOOTPATH	FROM	FOREST	ROAD;	I	have	reported	the	state	of	the	path	which	is	part	of	the	
diversion.	

MIDSUFFOLK	
MIDSUFFOLK	

MOTION	TO	INCREASE	TREE	COVER;	this	was	to	work	with	councils	to	increase	community	
woods	and	orchards,	support	tree	wardens,	allow	re-wilding	and	be	included	in	neighbour	
hood	plans.	I	asked	that	the	council	must	be	more	active	in	allowing	tree	preservation	orders.	

BIN	COLLECTION;	this	was	looked	at	By	the	scrutiny	committee,	I	am	disappointed	that	they	
felt	all	was	ok,	whilst	I	continue	to	have	complaints.	I	also	raised	the	issue	of	the	number	of	
staff	being	put	up	at	a	local	hotel.		

PLANNING;	I	have	advised	the	applicants	for	the	land	at	south	on	Mill	Road	which	has	now	
been	refused.	

NEEDHAM	LAKE	VISITOR	CENTRE;	finance	has	been	approved	and	the	council	will	be	looking	for	
someone	to	take	over	the	running.	Planning	permission	will	be	applied	for.	

	

	

	

	

	


